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Introduction

Why take
a snowmobile
safety class?

Snowmobiling is a fun, healthful recreation for peo-
ple of all ages. Nearly floating over the snow on a
machine is a thrilling experience! Added to that is the
excitement of seeing animals in their natural habitat.
No wonder snowmobiling is the third fastest growing
sport in America!

Snowmobilers are bringing a change to the great
outdoors. This is a new sport and with it comes rules
for safety, operation, courtesy and the environment.
That is what this book is about.

In Chapter 1 you will learn where the idea of
snowmobiling came from, and how it has grown
through the years. Chapters 2-6 explain how the
snowmobile works and how to keep it working! Your
safe driving skills will be tested at the end of Chapter

6. But the course does not end there. Why? The
reason is because snowmobiling involves more than
driving a machine. It involves being able to take care
of yourself and the environment.

One reason that snowmobiling is so popular is that
it takes you to an environment different from the ci-
ty. That environment is beautiful. But it can also be
unforgiving if you are not prepared. Chapters 7 and 8
deal with basic needs to protect yourself from the
weather and hazardous terrain, and explain how to
handle emergency situations.

As a snowmobiler you will experience the freedom
of taking off down an open trail. With that freedom
comes responsibility. You will be sharing that same
trail with others, on and off snowmobiles. Being
courteous to other trail users is all a part of
snowmobiling. The last two chapters of the book
cover these rules of the road. Some of these are writ-
ten laws and others are accepted guidelines. All are
important because they let all trail users enjoy their
sports.

Now let’s get started and learn about snowmobil-
ing! Below is an ‘‘Experience Survey’’ for you to fill
out and return to your instructor. Other Snowmobiler
Activities will appear throughout the book to help
you evaluate your progress on becoming a responsi-
ble and skillful snowmobiler.

Snowmobiler Activity: Experience Survey |

The following questions are meant to find out how much experience related to snowmobiling you have had before|
taking this class. The answers will help your instructor decide how much time to spend on each part of the course. |

Circle the letter which best describes your experience.
1. 1 have (a) driven (b) ridden (c) never been on a

snowmobile.

2. | have driven a snowmobile
(a) more than 10 times
(b) 5-9 times
(c) 1-4 times
{d) never

3. | have ridden a snowmobile
(a) more than 10 times
(b) 5-9 times
(c) 1-4 times
(d) never

4. | have been camping
(a) more than 10 times
{b) 5-9 times
{c) 1-4 times
(d) never

5. | have been camping in the snow

(a) more than 10 times
(b) 56-9 times

(c) 1-4 times

(d) never

Your Name

6. | have participated in some winter sport outdoors
(a) more than 10 times
(b) 5-9 times
{c) 1-4 times
(d} never
7. | have received
(a) certification from a Red Cross first aid course |
(b) partial first aid training as part of another|
type of training |
(c) no first aid training
8. | have repaired machines or vehicles
{a) more than 10 times
(b) 5-9 times
(c) 1-4 times
(d) never
9. lintend to use a snowmobile mostly for

|
|
|
I
|
|
(a) travel :
|
|
|
|
l

{(b) recreation
(c) both

10. | intend to use a snowmobile
{a) on my own land
{b) on public recreation areas
{c) on other private land
{d) in other states



Objectives: Snowmobilars should be able to:

® Reconstruct the history of snowmobiling.

® Compare the noise fevel of snowmobiles in
1968 to the present.

® Compare the amount of energy used in
snowmobiling to other activities.

Sport and
Environment

How the Sport Grew

Since snowmobiles have become so popular in the
1980s and 90s, you might think of the snowmobile as
a recent invention. But someone thought of putting a
motor on a sled back in the 1920s. In both the

United States and Canada, individuals tried to find a
fast and inexpensive way to travel on snow.

How would you make a snowmobile in your
backyard? Would you put a motor on skis or skis on a
motor? Well, here’s what some inventors tried.

One put a steam engine on skis and runners. Others
put skis on automobile frames. Some winterized

!
-"|.

motorcycles, and others tried propellers. There were
some successes, but they were usually too bulky, too
expensive, or too limited in their use.

During the 1930’s, the designs improved. Today’s
snowmobiles use the basic ideas of these 1930’s
machines. Since snowmobiles were used for carrying
troops in World War II, people continued to do
research to make an even better machine. By 1960, a
small, fairly inexpensive machine was available for
personal use.

N
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Word got around that snowmobiling could be a
sport as well as a way of traveling. People wanted to
try one of these snow machines, and soon they
wanted one of their own.

By 1970, more than 60 companies had produced well
over one million machines. Today, four companies
build almost all the snowmobiles manufactured in
North America. As snowmobiling grew in popularity,
other industries began making additional equipment.

Snowmobiling has opened up the winter to many
people—from youngsters to senior citizens—who
used to stay inside. Surveys show over 80 percent of
snowmobilers consider it a family sport. In fact, there
are more than ten million active snowmobilers in the
United States and Canada.

Other sports enthusiasts also benefit from
snowmobilers. There are more than 140,000 groomed
public snowmobile trails in North America. Hikers,

bicyclists and horseback riders often use them in the
warm weather months.

| \

N

How the Snowmobile Came To Be



Many snowmobilers have organized programs to
improve their sport. In 1973 an organization was
formed called the International Snowmobile Council
(ISC). Its purpose is to provide a basis for communi-
cation between snowmobile groups across North
America.

Today, snowmobile associations representing
snowmobilers and snowmobile clubs from 30 states
and 11 provinces belong to the ISC. These clubs par-
ticipate in many recreational and community service
programs. They develop and maintain over 140,000
miles of public trails. Clubs sponsor snowmobile sa-
faris, and conduct maintenance clinics. They help
with organized search and rescue units, as well as
assist conservation officers in emergency wildlife
feeding activities.

Snowmobile clubs help make snowmobiling a
more enjoyable and safer sport for everyone. They're
a proud and dedicated group who would like to share
their sport with you. If you are not a member, ask
your instructor about local clubs, or contact your
state club association.

Enjoying Nature on
Your Snowmobile

Any new method of transportation brings changes
to the environment. As a snowmobiler you will get a
firsthand look at nature’s winter wonderland. Be sure
other snowmobilers traveling on the trail after you
enjoy the same undisturbed view. One easy rule to
follow is to stay on the trail.

Trails go around trees and shrubs, giving plenty of
room to pass without breaking off branches or
damaging the bark. But what damage is being done
to the grass beneath the snow?

You might be surprised to learn that snowmobiles
have little effect on the vegetation under the
snow—whether it be grass, flowers or crops. In fact, a
person on a snowmobile is easier on the vegetation
than just the person alone. How can that be?

Sounds like: Decibels 1 | | | Change in
ise level
1oz S d Level =
An airplane (inside) oun eve s
100 ‘ N 50dpe|;<_::nt
Then and Now redgon
additional
Truck at 50 percent
highway ~ - reduction
speeds
90 % Represents the noise level of one additional
snowmobile at wide open throttle at 50 50 percent
86 feet away. reduction
Car when { -
h e« \ additional
driver is
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stapping \ 2041 \ reduction

on gas (at 50 feet)

vy - -

onversation
(at 3 feet)
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%

Early
Unmuffled
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Calendar year 1968 1969

Snowmobile industries have succeeded in making
snowmobiles quieter. This chart compares the sound of a
snowmobile in 1968 to its sound today.

Sound is measured in units called decibels. You can get
an idea of what 90 decibels of sound means by looking at
the pictures on the left of the chart. A truck moving at
highway speeds makes 90 decibels of sound.

1970

1971 1974 1975 - present

Changes in decibels are not small jumps like inches.
When a sound increases by 6 decibels, it is twice as loud.
When a sound is lessened by 6 decibels, it is half as loud.
On the right-hand side of the chart, the reductions by 50
percent mean that the sound level was cut in half as it went
down 6 decibels.

Source: International Snowmobile Industry Association, February, 1988
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The reason is because the effect is measured in
terms of pressure (distributed weight) and snow com-
paction (firmly packed snow). Pressure is not the
same as weight. Weight is measured in pounds.
Pressure is determined by pounds per square inch.
The key here is “per square inch.”

The weight of a snowmobile is distributed over
every inch of ski and track. Because the skis and
track are much longer than a person’s feet, the
weight is spread out over a larger area.

In turn, each area (square inch) is carrying less
weight (pressure). So in terms of pressure, a snow-
mobile is more gentle on the vegetation than a per-
son. In fact, it would take ten snowmobiles and their
riders piled on top of each other to equal the pres-
sure of one person!

As the snowmobile travels over the snow it packs
the snow together. This is known as compaction. It is
similar to picking up a large chunk of soft snow and
squeezing it into a snowball. Like a snowball, the
compacted snow forms a hard crust and protects the
vegetation.

As you ride on the trail you may see rabbits, deer,
moose, or other animals. While you may be curious
about the animals, do not stop your machine and
stand up to get a better look. This could disturb the

animals and they may stay away from the trail.
Then other snowmobilers would not be able to see
them.

So when you come across animals, keep your vehi-
cle running and stay seated. Do not be tempted to
leave the trail to get closer to them. The animals
may feel as though you are chasing them.

It is important not to chase the animals because
they live on a fat reserve stored in the body during
the winter. This fat provides them with the energy
needed to live until the following spring. By causing
them to run, they will use up their energy. Saving
energy is as important to animals as it is to people.

Be a Wise Energy User

Just as animals use energy to “live,” you need en-
ergy to operate your snowmobile. There are ways to
operate your vehicle to save or conserve energy.

You conserve energy at home by not wasting ener-
gy; for instance, remembering to turn the light off
when you leave the room, or turning off the televi-
sion when you are not really watching the show.

These same guidelines can be used in snowmobile-
ing. Letting the machine warm up, while you are in
the house out of the cold, only wastes gasoline and
energy. Instead, drive the snowmobile slowly for the
first couple hundred feet to let the engine warm up.
Operating your machine at a lower speed is another
way to conserve fuel. One more tip is to keep your
engine tuned correctly to get the most miles out of
every gallon of gasoline.

Many trails are close to home. This too reduces
the amount of gasoline needed to travel to the area.
Practice the energy conservation tips above and you
will get more trail riding miles per gallon!




Objectives: Snowmobilers should be able to:

@ /dentify the names and functions of the major

parts of a snowmobile.
e /dentify the control switches.
e /dentify the label of certification.
e /dentify the safety features.

The Names
of Parts

This chapter is not meant to make you a mechanic,
but rather to show you some basic repairs in case of an
emergency. Before even attempting to drive the snow-
mobile, read the owner’s manual carefully. With
the wide variety of machines available today, this is
very important. Be sure you know what all the parts of
your vehicle are for.

Following is a list of the most common names of the
parts of your snowmobile.

Chassis — the frame, or ‘‘backbone,” of the vehicle. It
is usually made of steel or aluminum. It supports the
engine, drive system, and suspension.

Engine — the main power source which operates the
drive system. Most snowmobile engines are of the two-
stroke design, which runs on a mixture of gasoline and
oil. The engine is a lightweight design for power out-
put and easy starting in cold temperatures.

Sl A
S0~

Exhaust system—the exhaust manifold which car-
ries the waste from the engine out through the muffler.
The muffler quiets the engine, helps the engine run
smoothly, and directs the exhaust fumes away from the
engine. The exhaust is factory tuned, and should not be
modified.

Drive system — a series of turning wheels, chains,
and belts which changes the energy from the engine
into the movement of the track. The crankshaft is
turned by the power from the piston moving up and
down. The primary drive clutch, attached to the end of
the crankshaft, turns, making the drive belt turn. This
starts the driven clutch turning, which turns the drive

12

chain around two wheels of sprockets, or teeth, just like
a bicycle chain. The lower drive sprocket turns the
track which moves the snowmobile.

Primary Drive
Clutch

Exhaust
and Drive
Systems

Drive Belt

Lower
Sprocket
Suspension system—a series of springs and wheels,
and/or slide rails (hifax) which keep the bottom of the
machine from hitting the ground. It includes the rear
axle, springs, and bogie wheels, or slide rails or a com-
bination of both. These combine to keep the track flat
on the snow, give a comfortable ride, and make the
machine handle easily. It makes the machine ‘‘float’’
over the snow.

Driven Clutch

Suspension
Systems

Rear Suspension




Steering system — steering column, tie rods, steer-
ing arms, ski columns, ski springs, and skis. There are
two types of front suspension: leaf springs and inde-
pendent front suspension (IFS).

Hood — a covering for the engine and drive system.
Openings called louvers on the hood let fresh air into
the engine compartment and used air out. Most wind-
shields are mounted on the hood. Most headlights are
also attached to the hood.

Steering
System

Instrument panel — a panel containing gauges and
some of the controls for the vehicle. Other controls are
on the handlebars. The owner’s manual will show the
location of controls on your particular machine.

Instrument Panel
and Handlebars

Emergency
Stop Switch

Throttle

Label of Certification

Snowmobiling involves a powerful machine. Although it is
not as powerful as a car, it can cause damage. You can prevent
damage by driving safely; this will be presented in Part III.
But first, you need a safe machine to operate. You need to
know your machine has been built to high standards.

A committee has been formed to establish standards for
the industry. This committee is called the Snowmobile
Safety and Certification Committee (SSCC). You can join the
committee, as can your club or any organization interested in
safe snowmobiling. Four manufacturers belong to the SSCC.
These manufacturers build almost all the snowmobiles man-
ufactured in North America.

Since February 1, 1975, all snowmobiles produced by par-
ticipating manufacturers must meet the minimum safety
standards of the SSCC. These exceed federal government
standards in Canada and state government standards in
America.

The machines are tested on nearly all necessary equip-
ment of the snowmobile:
® Systems — electrical, lighting, brake, fuel, alternate

starting.
® Controls — emergency, brake, throttle.
® Parts — reflectors, handgrips, seat, shields, and guards.
In addition, specific sound levels must be met. These levels
are illustrated in the chart on page 8.

All snowmobiles that meet these standards receive an
SSCC black and white certification label shown below. It is
usually placed on the right tunnel of the machine. These
labels are given out to the manufacturers only after labora-
tory tests.

This label means the industry has provided you with a safe
machine. But like a car or bicycle, snowmobiles need to be
checked as usage wears out the parts. By caring for your
snowmobile, you will be sure it is as safe as it was the first day
you drove it.

CEMODELEAETE EVALUE
PAR UN LABORATOIRE D'
ESSAIS INDEPENDANT ET
SATISFAIT TOUTES LES
NORMES DE SECURITE
DU SSCC EN VIGUEUR A
LADATE DE FABRICATION.

PARRAINE PAR LE COMITE DE

CERTIFIED THIS MODEL HAS BEEN
AN
- )

==

CERTIFIE

EVALUATED BY AN INDE-
PENDENT TESTING LAB-
ORATORY AND IT MEETS
ALL SSCC SAFETY STAND-
ARDS IN EFFECT ON THE
DATE OF TS MANUFAC-
TURE.

SPONSORED BY THE SNOW-

SECURITE ET DE CERTIFICA-
TION DE LA MOTONEIGE. INC

000,000

MOBILE SAFETY AND CERTI-
FICATION COMMITTEE. INC
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Safety Features

The following safety features are found on most snowmobiles. See if you can find them on your vehicle.

(0 Throttle—changes the speed of the [0 Emergency stop switch (kill switch or shut-off
snowmobile. When pushed down, the machine switch) — allows easy shut-off of engine in an
speeds up; when released, the engine idles. emergency.

[0 Brakes — pressure slows down the snowmobile. [0 Running board — a footrest which supports and
Braking distances will vary according to snow protects the feet.
conditions and speed. [0 Passenger grips — for passenger to hold onto.

[0 Headlights and taillights — required and in [0 Snowflap — prevents stones, ice and other
operating order. objects from shooting back at other machines

I Reflectors — for easy visibility at night. that are behind.

(1 Pulley and belt guards — protects operator from
sticking hand into moving belt during operation.

(] Windshield — helps protect face and eyes from
wind, snow, debris,

Windshield

Passenger Grip

Proper Decal

Throttle Placement

Reflector

.

4~ Running Board Pulley and Belt Guards (located on the left side) J

14



Map and Compass

Getting lost may not seem very serious if it only
means you return home a little later than expected.
But if you become lost so that you are stranded and
cold, or if there is an injury which needs immediate
help, getting lost can be a tragedy.

When you go out on a snowmobile, it is essential to
carry a compass and a good map of the area. Keep
your eyes open for blaze marks, cabins, rivers, and
other landmarks as you travel. But when darkness or
fog covers landmarks it is impossible to know which
way to go without a map and compass.

Topographic maps are best because they show the
land in three dimensions: north-south, east-west, and
elevation. They can warn you of steep areas, valleys,
and ridges. A topographic map also tells you the
number of degrees between magnetic north (where
the compass arrow points) and true north (where the

North Pole is). This number of degrees, called the:

angle of declination, varies everywhere in the world,
so you must know it for your particular area.

To use a compass and map:

1. Place map and compass on a flat surface away from
any metal objects.

2. Place the compass on the map so that the north-
south line on the compass dial is parallel with the map
north arrow or the vertical lines on the map.

3. Turn the map and compass as a unit, until the
arrow moves away from north on the compass at the
proper angle of declination noted on the map of your
area. Now the map and compass are oriented.

4. If you know your location on the map, you can line
up a visible landmark with its map symbol, once
the map and compass are oriented.

5. If you do not know your position on a map, but you
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know you are somewhere along a certain line, such as
aridge, or river, or trail, you can figure out where you
are along that line. Orient the map to north using the
compass (Steps 2 and 3.) Take a bearing on some
landmark which you can positively identify, such as a
mountain peak.

The line of this bearing will intersect the trail or
ridge where you are located. The point of intersection
is your location on the map. As you move along in the
right direction of travel, continue to take readings to
recheck your position.

To find direction using a watch, lay the watch flat
with the hour hand pointing toward the sun. Find the
point on the watch face which is half way between the
hour hand and the 12. That point will be south.

To find direction with a shadow stick, use a stick
that is straight and about three feet long. Place it
upright in a clear area. With a peg, mark the end of
the shadow. Wait 30 minutes. Then place another peg
at the end of the new shadow. The line between these
two pegs is the east-west line.

If you are in a blizzard or thick fog, and you have no
idea where you are, do not wander around,
particularly at night. You will waste energy. As
calmly as possible, take the steps necessary for
survival. Build a shelter, and a fire if you can find the
materials. If you must choose between wandering and
staying where you are, stay put and keep yourself
warm.



Hazardous Conditions

Frozen Surfaces

Frozen surfaces of lakes, rivers, or streams should
never be considered as safe areas of travel. Although
another snowmobile may have traversed the area
ahead of you, this is no assurance that the surface is
safe.

You must keep in mind any changing temperatures
that may cause thaws. Areas which thaw and then
refreeze may contain air pockets within the ice, or
have frozen ridges and obstructions. Ice may shift and
change in level. This can leave a “shelf” which is
higher by several inches over the adjoining ice. Snow-
mobiles which strike these unlevel areas can be dam-
aged or cause serious physical injury to the operator
and passenger.

If you must travel upon a frozen body of water you
must consider the risks. Always wear a snowmobile
suit with built-in flotation. Ascertain the thickness of
theice, and stay away from areas where moving water
enters lakes or ponds. Ice in these areas can contain
thinner ice which you could break through. Snow
which covers a frozen surface can hide obstructions or
thin ice areas.

The best decision in all cases is to stay off frozen
bodies of water. There is never a guarantee for
safety in these areas.

Avalanche

In some areas of the country, snowmobilers will be
driving in mountainous areas. Since one footstep is
enough to start an avalanche, or “snowslide”, a
snowmobile is certainly capable of starting one.

The first way to avoid an avalanche is to stay out
of areas which are avalanche hazards. Most
accidents occur in slab avalanches, where a large
area of snow breaks away and slides.

The safest routes are on ridgetops and slightly on
the windward side, away from cornices. Windward
slopes are usually safer than leeward slopes. If you
cannot travel on ridges, the next safest route is out
in the valley, far from the bottom of slopes. Avoid
disturbing cornices from below or above. Drive to the
top of ridges by detouring around cornice areas.

Ridgetop .
{Safest Route)

Windward
Side

Valley Bottom
(Next Safest

Route) =
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Snowmobiles should not cross the lower part of
slopes. Do not drive a snowmobile across particularly
long, open slopes or known avalanche paths. Many
potential avalanche hazards will be posted and
closed to travel. There is enough danger in unknown
areas — don’t risk your life in an area you know to
be hazardous. Carry and trail an avalanche cord
behind your snowmobile in cornice areas. If you are
buried, this brightly colored, lightweight rope will
float to the snow’s surface to aid in a quick recovery.

If you are caught in an avalanche, discard all
equipment, and get away from your snowmobile.
Make swimming motions, trying to stay on top and
trying to get to the side of the avalanche. Before
coming to a stop, get your hands in front of your face
and try to make an air space in the snow as you are
coming to a stop.

If you are the survivor, mark the place where you
last saw the victim. Search downslope of that point.
Poke the snow with a sectional probe or stick. You
are the victim’s best hope for survival. Don’t desert
the victim and go for help, unless there is someone
else to continue looking, or the help is only a few
minutes away. After 30 minutes, the buried victim
has only a 50 percent chance of survival. If one
person does go for help, mark the route for return.
Notice: It is recommended that you carry a shovel,
probe poles and a transceiver when snowmobiling in
areas where there is risk of an avalanche.

Whiteout Conditions

Whiteout occurs when the ground is covered with
snow, and the sky 1is overcast. This
white-against-white situation makes it difficult to
judge distances and changes in the terrain,
particularly when travelling on a rapidly moving
vehicle.

If possible, avoid travelling during these times. If
you must, use extreme caution. Go at slower speeds,
keeping a sharp eye out for abrupt drop-offs or other
changes in terrain. Do not travel over unfamiliar
territory, or uncharted territory. Remember,
experience cannot prevent you from getting lost
during a whiteout.



Snowmobiler Activity: Survival Quiz

Circle the letter which best completes the sentence.

1. The most important feature of the first layer of clothing is that it

{a) ventilates
{b) stays tight around wrists and ankles
{c) is thick

2. If a person is injured and not breathing you should

(a) go for help
(b) wait and see what happens
(c) give artificial respiration

3. Shivering and stumbling are symptoms of

(a) heart attack
(b) frostbite
{c)} hypothermia

4. If you are in a blizzard, it is best to

{(a) walk in a straight line
(b) stay where you are and keep moving to stay warm
(c) walk with the wind

5. For keeping your hands warm, the best thing is

(a) mittens
{b) ski gloves
(c) long wool cuffs

6. On a trip the most essential thing to take with you is a

(a) tent
(b} friend on another snowmobile
(c) compass and map

7. If the temperature is 10 degrees F., and the wind is biowing 20 mph, you should

(a) not go out
(b) not worry about frostbite
(c) check frequently for frostbite

8. For bright days, wear

(a) dark lenses
(b) yellow lenses
{c) clear lenses

9. If someone cannot move the toes after an injury you should

(a) exercise the toes and legs for the victim to keep the body warm
{b) consider spinal injury
{c) consider spinal injury and not move the victim

10. If a person has a heart attack, you should

(a) force the patient to lie down
(b) try to impress the patient with the serious condition
{c) suggest the patient lie down and say everything will be all right
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Objectives: Snowmobllers should be able to:

® Identify province laws which apply fo
snowmoblling.

® Identify the meaning of snowmobile trail
signs.

@® Complete a typical accident form.

® Complete a typical registration form.

Riding_In
Saskatchewan
Rules of the Road

Children 12 fo 16 may operate a snowmobile under
the same conditions as a licensed driver, including
riding across, but not on, roads when supervised by
someone who holds a valid Saskatchewan license. The
supervisor:

* must not supervise more than two underage
operators at a time.

* must keep them in sight.

* may be held liable for underage operators.

Some restrictions on where riding is not permitted

includes:

* on provincial highways.

¢ off designated trails in provincial parks.

¢ on rural roads.

¢ without permission on privately-owned land.

* posted areas indicating “snowmobilers
prohibited” or “no trespassing”.

The Saskatchewan Highway Traffic Order permits
operating a snowmobile across highways and roads
outside any city, town or village. The procedure is:

* bring the snowmobile to a complete stop before
entering any highway lane.

* passengers must disembark from the snowmobile
and any towed sled or toboggan.

¢ yield right of way to all other vehicles.

* take the shortest and most direct route across the
highway.

There is an added danger when crossing railroad
tracks. The sound of your machine and others travel-
ing with you may prevent you from hearing the sound
of an oncoming train. Check your provincial laws on
road and railroad crossing.

There are restrictions on which roads a snowmobile
may travel onifthey are allowed onroads at all. Check
whether your province allows travel on unplowed
roads, on plowed roads in emergencies, on highways
during certain times of day, and along the sides of
roads at certain times of day.

You may be required to use a safety flag on your
snowmobile if you drive on roadways. These flags are
of fluorescent orange material and show five feet
above the ground. Even if your province does not
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Crossing Roads

require one, it is a good idea to use one,

Some safety rules apply to all types of machines or
vehicles on roads and highways. You will hear these
rules again when you take driver education.

1. Defensive driving: Be prepared for emergencies in-
volving pedestrians, intersections, approaching
vehicles and bad weather conditions especially at night.
2. It is against the law to drive while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs. Alcohol reduces your
body warmth eventually, dims your reflexes, causes
drowsiness, and decreases alertness.

3. Obey posted speed laws. Traffic signals apply to all
vehicles. At an intersection, know who has the right-
of-way. Be sure to signal.



Snowmobile Trail Signs

Knowing and heeding these signs will help ensure you have a safe and enjoyable outing:

s N\

Indicates streets
and highways
where
snowmobiling

is permitted.

\S =

Indicates a
snowmobile
crossing.

/)

Indicates streets and
highways where

indicates
snowmobile
trails, primarily
in parks.

N Snowmobile trail
N\ directional arrow.

Indicates intersecting
nowmobile trails.

/4

7 3 \/
Indicates trail blazer
Indicates snowmobile trail
danger. {for experienced
snowmobilers).
\¥ /)
Stop sign.
Indicates S t a y
warning. -
on Trail
‘ Railway crossings.
Accident Reporti ng reported immediately or as soon as practical.

Accident reports are helpful in identifying why the
accident occurred. The accident may be due to alocal
environmental condition, hazardous trail conditions,
or a manufacturing error. Once the cause of the
problem is known, a solution can be found.

Saskatchewan law requires snowmobile accidents
that result in injury or death to be reported to the
nearest law enforcement agency. Accidents must be

Though not mandatory, accidents that result in
property damage should be reported, also. By under-
standing the circumstance of accidents, snowmobile
administrators are better able toimprove trail safety
and educational efforts.

Ifthe accident results in death, injury or property
damage exceeding $1,000, it must be reported to
police.
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